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MTA 2015 Competition & Convention Information 
 

  

Once again our competition will be held at the Country Club Hotel & Spa-301 Carol 

Road- Lake Ozark, MO, 65049. Phone: (800) 964-6698.  A block of rooms has been set 

aside for the Missouri Taxidermist Association.  These rooms are open to us for 

reservation until July 15th, 2015.  There are 20 deluxe rooms, 6 of which have 2 Queen 

beds and the rest are Kings for the price of $77.00 + tax.  There are also large suites 

available which have a King bed, sofa sleeper, wet bar, and mini fridge for $94.00 + tax.  

For someone really looking to relax in style, there are incredibly nice two bedroom villas 

(and 5 three bedroom villas) available. These are $185.00 + tax. Ask for details when you 

call to reserve.  There is no guarantee 

on price after the 15th, so call for your room NOW!!  The Competition Early Registration 

rate is $75.00 when postmarked on or before July 15th, 2014.  Be sure you have your form 

postmarked in time to ensure this lowered rate and avoid $100.00 late registration fee.  

Anyone that is planning on being there on Thursday, your help setting up tables and 

backboards would be very much appreciated. All members who attend & compete are 

encouraged to help on Sunday afternoon with the tearing down process.  The more help 

we have, the quicker it goes. Please help in any way you can. 
 

 
 

 

2014-2015 Election Results 

  

                      President-Cole Cruickshank                  Secretary – Dawne Stacks 

                      Vice President- Garland Lessley         Treasurer- DeWayne Bauer 

Board Member-Kevin Berten                Board Member-Craig Sloan 

 

 

Note: 2 –Board Member positions will be up for election next year at the show.  Be thinking of who 

you want to elect. 

 

 

 

 

OFFICERS 

 

PRESIDENT 

Cole Cruickshank 

609 W. 6
th

 St. 

Cameron, MO  64429 

(816) 724-0271 

 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Garland Lessley 

234 Hwy JJ 

Huntsville, MO  65259 

(660) 277-4339 

 

SECRETARY 

Dawne Stacks 

218 N Spruce St 

Eldon, MO  65026 

(573) 746-6000 

 

TREASURER 

DeWayne Bauer 

423 Giggins Creek Rd 

Jefferson, City, MO  65101 

(573) 496-3575 

 

 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Don Cross 

1659 Little Bay Rd. 

Hermann, MO  65041 

(573) 943-6740 

 

Kevin Berten 

15030 Reel Avenue 

Altamont, MO  64620 

(660) 749-5757 

 

Craig Sloan 

5187 W Farm Rd 94 

Springfield, MO  65803 

(417) 425-8923 

 

Jeff Gibson 

204 S Titus Ave 

Excelsior Springs, MO  

64024 

(816) 204-8760 

 

www.missouritaxidermist.org 

 

 

 

 

 



MTA May 16th, 2015 

Business Meeting Minutes 

 

The meeting was called to order at 1 pm by President Cole Cruickshank.  All board members were present as well as approximately 30 

members.   

 

Old Business:    

T-shirt order has a 1 dozen minimum.  You must contact Cole to pre-order before July 1, 2015 to pick them up at show.  Any extras 

will be available at show.      

 

Hall of Fame Plaque with pictures and bio to be on display at our show.  Motion made and passed to accept the following rough 

guidelines: 

1. Initial class of 10 inducted.  

2. One entry every year added  

3. Nominees must be a minimum 5yr member 

4. To be on ballot, member must be nominated by at least 2 members.  

5. Nominations must be received prior to show. 

President Cole Cruickshank was asked to design plaque. 

 

New Business:  

Motion made and passed to move $5,000.00 from our checking into our savings account. This was decided to not tie up funds in cd’s 

this close to our show.  After the show, any extra funds from event will be put into our savings account and the initial $5,000.00 will 

be added to our cd’s.  

 

Motion made and passed to add a note pad and pen with our logo in each show packet. 

Motion made and passed to use the $100.00 check from UTA for our hospitality BBQ. 

Motion made and passed to lock in the next 2 years at the Country Club Hotel & Spa. 

A check for $150.00 was issued for the renewal of our show score sheet license. 

 

General discussions: 

Linda Gaylord will be doing the pictures at this year’s show.  A projector will be set up in the seminar room for power point 

presentations. Old Barn Taxidermy is donating new name badges for use at the convention. 

 

 

The hospitality suite we used last year at show is no longer owned by the resort.  The hotel is giving us the use of a 3 bedroom villa 

instead.  Show contract with hotel for 2016 -2017 will have some minor cost increase. Vendor room tables will be $5 ea., but the first 

20 are free. The rest of the contract is basically the same deal we have had. Banquet must guarantee a $2,000.00 minimum.  

 

Looking for ideas to make our show better. Some suggestions were: 1.) Print show schedule on back of name tags. 2.) Everyone 

attending show, including family members, to wear name tag to make it easier to tell who has paid to attend.  3.) Color code name tags 

to identify new members and board members.  This would make it easy for all to introduce ourselves to new members and allow new 

members identify board members. 

 

 

                                             
New Logo                                      Old Logo 

You may have noticed a logo change. It will likely be voted on at the business meeting 

whether or not to adopt the new design permanently. 

 

            



 

MTA T-Shirts Available! 
Shirts must be ordered by July 1

st
 if you’d like to 

pick them up at the show. All sales via pre-order 

only! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year we will be starting something new at the convention. We are setting up a hall of fame to honor those 

members that have went above and beyond for the organization over the years and deserve to be remembered 

for their services. In this first year, we will be selecting 10 inaugural hall of fame members, and we will be 

voting to add a new member to this list every year at the convention. Each member will get to vote for the 10 

members they find most deserving, and that will decide this first class. In the future, someone will require 2 

nominations to be included on the hall of fame ballot, and it will be voted on at the show. If you are unable to 

attend the convention this year, but would still like to cast your votes, just circle the 10 names you think most 

deserving and mail them to secretary Dawn Stacks at 218 N Spruce St, Eldon, MO  65026. 

  

Hall of Fame Nominees 
Vote for up to 10 different members to be inducted into the inaugural class of 2015. 

 

Devin Amelunke     Garland Lessley 

Dave Bartlett      Dave Megahn 

Jim Cook      H.A. Nixon 

Randy Cooper      Doug Pettig 

Debbie Cross      Randy Pike 

Don Cross      Larry Schumaker 

Cindy Cunningham     Curt Shahan 

Marcus Detring     Gary Sharp 

Don Frank      Lee Smith 

James Graham      Roger Vogel 

Vic Heincker      Bill Zimmerman 

Craig Jones 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

S,M,L,XL   $10           XXL, XXXL $13 

Colors available: Black, Grey, Navy, Purple, Burnt Orange, Hunter Green, Red, Pink, Brown, and Burgundy 

To order please text or call Cole at (816) 724-0271  

Note from the president about Banquet Attire 

After traveling around to several other shows it is apparent to me that when it comes to putting on a 

special, quality, classy banquet we do as good of a job as anyone, with one exception…the way we 

dress. An awards banquet is a special event to celebrate the hard work that went into each of the 

entries, and to recognize those that were chosen by hired experts as well as their peers to receive 

awards for their efforts. I ask that each of you in attendance please dress nice. Let’s change the way 

taxidermists are portrayed as slobs to artists that are proud of themselves as well as the art they create, 

at least for one night. Thank you 


